614-231-4509
SUNDAY, MARCH 29™, 2026 500 S GOULD RD
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION COLUMBUS, OH 43209

WWW.STCATHARINE.COM

Second Collection Today * St. Vincent de Paul
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Olive wood carvings from Christians in the Holy Land are
available for purchase in the Parish Center today!

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LOK
Easter Sunday * April 5th
8:30am
11:00am (Church ¢« Incense)
11:00am (Parish Hall » No Incense)

Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
9:00pm




Welcome to St. Catharine

www.stcatharine.com
info@stcatharine ® 614-231-4509
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WELCOME! We're so happy you're here today. God delights in you, and
He desires to draw close to you in this Holy Mass. If you're visiting St.
Catharine for the first time, thank you for praying with us—we're honored
by your presence. Please silence your phones and help us keep a spirit of
reverence in the church. Restrooms can be found in the Undercroft
and the Parish Center. If you need help, just look for someone wearing
a green lanyard. We hope you'll join us again soon!

TO THE PARENTS of LITTLE ONES...Thank you for your courage and
love in bringing your children to Mass. Even when it feels chaotic, your
efforts matter more than you know. God sees every sacrifice, and your
children’s presence is a powerful witness of faith.

If your children have some extra wiggles or need to let out a few extra
joyful noises, we have a large Quieting Room in the Church, as well as
a video feed in the Parish Hall Gallery should you need to step out.
But please do come back—we want you here!

TO OUR PARISH FAMILY...Children remind us that the Church is alive
and growing. Their joyful noises are music to God’s ears. Let's welcome
them with kindness and support their parents with a smile of
encouragement.

Eucharistic Adoration Chapel

Sunday-Friday
6:00am-12:00am
Saturday
6:00am-4:00pm

No Adoration during the Triduum

In observance of the Sacred Paschal Triduum, there is no
Adoration from the entirety of Holy Thursday through Easter
Sunday. Adoration resumes Monday, April 6th at 6:00am.

Confession

Wednesday ¢ 6:30pm
No Saturday Confessions this week

By appointment
info@stcatharine.com ® 614-231-4509

ADORE Night

Every Wednesday at 6:30pm
A candle-lit evening of Adoration with Confession, songs of praise
& worship, prayers, and devotions.

This Week

Sunday, March 29th: Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion

8:30am Holy Mass (John & Alma Bolton)
11:00am Holy Mass (People of the Parish)*
12:00pm Baptisms

5:00pm Holy Mass (Soul of Lenny lannarino)

Monday, March 30th: Monday of Holy Week

8:00am Holy Mass (H.T. Zettler)
6:30pm Scouts
7:00pm Choir Practice

Tuesday, March 31st: Tuesday of Holy Week
8:00am
7:00pm

Holy Mass
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA)

Wednesday, April 1st: Wednesday of Holy Week

12p-2p Parish Offices Closed

4:00pm Respect Life Holy Hour

6:00pm Holy Mass (Celida Borro)

6:30pm ADORE Night (Confession/Adoration)

Thursday, April 2nd: Holy Thursday
7:00pm
Adoration Vigil until 12:00am

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Friday, April 3rd: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
2:30pm
3:00pm

Divine Mercy Novena: Day 1

Liturgy of the Lord's Passion

Saturday, April 4th: Holy Saturday

6:30am Women at the Well
7:00am That Man Is You!
9:00pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night*

Sunday, April 5th: The Resurrection of the Lord: Easter Sunday
8:30am
11:00am
11:00am

No 5:00pm Mass on Easter Sunday

Holy Mass (People of the Parish)
Holy Mass: Church (Patricia Hinterschied)*
Holy Mass: Parish Hall (Ray and Patricia Pauken)

*Denotes the use of incense

Mass Intentions

We have plenty of open dates available for Mass intentions in 2026. A
Mass intention is a sacred way to unite a specific prayer or need with
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

To request a Mass intention for 2026 or for more information, please
contact the parish office at 614-231-4509 or info@stcathrine.com
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Palm Sunday Of the DISCIPLE
Lord’s Passion

Mt 21:1-11 | Is 50:4-7 | Phil 2:6-11 | Mt 26:14—27:66

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Pay attention to the prominence of Scripture in today’s Mass.
At Masses where there’s a Procession or the Solemn Entrance,
we’ll hear the Gospel reading proclaiming Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem. During our regular Liturgy of the Word,
we’ll also read through the lengthy account of Christ’s passion
(this year, from the Gospel of Matthew). Following the reading
of the passion a brief homily may be given, but there may also
be a period of silence rather than a homily. In so many ways,

it seems that beginning with Palm Sunday (and all throughout
Holy Week), the Church is inviting us to feast on God’s Word
in a deeper way than perhaps at any other time in the liturgical
year. As disciples, our whole Christian life must be nourished
not only by the sacraments, but by the Word of God. As Lent
comes to a close, we can think back to our Gospel of the First
Sunday of Lent, where Jesus tells us that “One does not live
on bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from the
mouth of God.” (Mt 4:4) The events we hear about during this
time are the climactic moments in the unfolding plan of our
salvation. By reading the Gospel accounts, we’re invited to
participate in them through this liturgy which makes them
present to us, here and now.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Paul’s Letter to the Philippians speaks of Jesus’ self-emptying love.
Although he was God, Jesus took on our humanity and offered his
life in humble obedience to the Father, accepting, willfully, even
death on a cross. When we consider our efforts to lead others to
know the Lord, we’re invited to adopt his own way of reaching out
to humanity. Do we enter into the lived experience of those we
seek to evangelize? In what ways do we empty (humble) ourselves
in order to draw near to them? Are we willing to set aside our
plans, our agenda, our way of doing things, and willingly accept
God’s way of doing things? Following the example of our Lord, our
own efforts at evangelization should be marked by humility and
self-emptying love.

STUDY

One of the best ways we can participate in the celebration
of these sacred days is to spend time reading the Scriptures
for each day of Holy Week. Read the text, then sit in silence,
allowing the words to wash over you. What moments or lines
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stand out to you? As you re-read the Gospel of Christ’s passion,

read the words knowing that Jesus has done all of this for you.
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Lord, Hear Our Prayer

“The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects.”

If you or a loved one would like to be added to the Prayer Chain please
email info@stcatharine.com or call 614-231-4509. Names will remain on
the Prayer Chain for 4 months or until they are asked to be removed.

Tom Michael Sr. Christella
Fermin Anne Baby Vautour
Joan Taylor Donte
Mary Ryan Annette
Zoritza JoAnn AJ
Anne Kathleen Katie
Emy William Paul

Palms, Parades, and Preschool Smiles
By Ashlee Kurth

Palm Sunday is one of the most joyful and energetic moments of
the Lenten season. It recalls a time when people gathered along
the road, waving palm branches and celebrating together with
excitement, movement, and a spirit of welcome.

If you've ever walked through our preschool halls, you might
notice that this kind of joy feels very familiar.

In church, Palm Sunday often begins with a procession—people
walking together, waving branches, and singing. There’s a sense
of anticipation, community, and shared celebration.

Next week, our preschool will capture that same spirit in their
own way. With Fr. Bob leading the way, the children will take part
in a joyful palm parade through the halls. There will be smiles,
laughter, and plenty of excitement as they follow along together.
Parades are nothing new in preschool life. Children naturally find
reasons to celebrate; marching with instruments during music
time, proudly showing off their artwork, or simply walking
together while laughing and singing. They bring energy and
enthusiasm to even the simplest moments.

That's what makes this connection so special. The same sense of
joy, togetherness, and welcome we see on Palm Sunday is alive
in our preschool every day. The children remind us how
meaningful it can be to come together, celebrate, and share in
the moment with open hearts.

As we mark this season, may we take a cue from our youngest
community members by embracing joy, celebrating together, and
appreciating the simple moments that bring us closer as a parish
family. Wishing you and your loved ones a joyful Easter season.

Ashlee Kurth ¢ Preschool Director
akurth@cdeducation.org

MARCH Food Pantry Need

Please leave donations at wooden
boxes near Church entrances.
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june Gth-12th

for grades 1st—Gth

more information and
registration here!

Questions?
maggie@stcatharine.com



A 12-Day Pilgrimage In the Footsteps of St. Paul to

GREECE & TURKEY

with Fr. Bob Penhallurick

November 6-17, 2026

Catholic Pilgrimages

Register at stcharlespilgrimages.com/penhallurick




Liturgical Ministry

Scan the QR code to view the complete Liturgical Ministry schedule
for the Sacred Paschal Triduum and Easter Sunday

Questions? info@stcatharine.com ® 614-231-4509

SCAN ME

Financial Stewardship

Already giving online and still receiving envelopes?
Contact dan@stcatharine.com to save the costs of the mailing.

March 8th, 2026

Weekly Offertory (Envelopes, Loose, Online) $14,059.00

SCAN TO GIVE

Weekly Budgeted Offertory $20,000.00

Difference -$5,941.00

Year-to-Date (July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026)

Weekly Offertory (Envelopes, Loose, Online) $635,944.48
Weekly Budgeted Offertory $740,000.00 O N Ll N E
Difference -$104,055.52 G |\/| N G




Infant Baptism

“See what love the Father has bestowed on us
that we may be called the children of God.”

St. Catharine offers a new family-centered Baptism prep program
to deepen understanding and connection to Jesus. It includes two
sessions held on the 1st Sunday of each month after the 8:30am
Mass. Expectant parents are encouraged to attend even
before your little one is born! Learn more or register at
www.stcatharine.com/baptism

Questions? Fr. Brown e frbrown@stcatharine.com

Becoming Catholic

If you think you are ready to begin the process of becoming
Catholic, or if you have any other questions about God and the
Church, just scan the QR code or send us an email.

Questions?

Fr. Brown e frorown@stcatharine.com

Holy Matrimony

As soon as you have made the decision to marry, and at least six
months or more prior to the anticipated wedding date, you
should contact the Pastor in order to begin the various steps of
the Marriage Preparation Program.

Questions?
Fr. Bob e rpenhall@columbuscatholic.org

Anointing of the Sick

If you or someone you know is in danger of death from sickness or
old age and wishes to receive the sacraments, please call
614-673-4355, and ask for a priest to be dispatched to your

location.

If you call after hours, please use the same number and follow the
prompts to reach a priest.

Staff & Leadership

St. Catharine Church
info@stcatharine.com ® 614-231-4509
St. Catharine School
info@stcathschool.com e 614-235-396
St. Catharine Preschool
akurth@cdeducation.org ® 614-235-4940

Clergy

Fr. Bob Penhallurick - Pastor
rpenhall@columbuscatholic.org

To schedule a meeting with Fr. Bob e info@stcatharine.com

Fr. Frank Brown - Parochial Vicar
frbrown@stcatharine.com

Rev. Mr. Chris Reis - Permanent Deacon
deaconchris@stcatharine.com

Rev. Mr. Anthony Whalen - Transitional Deacon

awhalen@stcatharine.com

Parish Staff

Dan Davis - Business Manager
dan@stcatharine.com

Karen Lawler - Parish Secretary
karen@stcatharine.com

Brendan O'Rourke - Dir of Comms & Assoc. Dir of Music
brendan@stcatharine.com

Michael Hammond - Director of Music
mikemusicman_26@yahoo.com

Maggie Cook - Director of Family Faith Formation
maggie@stcatharine.com

Mike Gill - Director of Facilities
mikeg@stcatharine.com

Sam Agra - Parish Events Coordinator
sam@stcatharine.com

Rachel Green - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
rgreen2@cdeducation.org

Kate Cavello - School Principal
kcavello@cdeducation.org

Ashlee Kurth - Preschool Director
akurth@cdeducation.org

Kathy Kropp - Safe Environment Coordinator

kkropp@cdeducation.org
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PLEASE PATRONIZE THE ADVERTISERS WHO MAKE
OUR BULLETIN POSSIBLE, AT NO COST TO THE PARISH.

To place an ad, please call
Dee Printing at 1-800-292-9020

6

Lauerhass Architecture

Maghﬁnry

614-596-6234

RENOVATION - ADDITION - NEW HOME

Amy Lauerhass, President
614-371-3523

Amy@LauerhassArchitecture.com

SPECIALIZING IN
RENOVATING
EASTSIDE HOMES
FOR OVER 25 YEARS!
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GREAT ADVENTURE

TRAVELICO

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
CRAFTING AMAZING,
PERSONALIZED TRIPS!
Call 614-396-7126
www.greatatravel.com

angel@greatatravel.com

<

Comfort
Keepers.
Elevating the
Human Spirit

Uplifting
In-Home Care

(614) 263-1998
ComfortKeepers.com

_UNITED

MECHANICAL SERVICES

Commercial and Industrial Heating and Cooling

(614) 800-9167

www.unitedmechanicalservicesoh.com

U

Cutler P .‘E S

REAL ESTATE B@

David Powers, Laura Powers,
James Powers and Megan P Walker

614.361.2729
PowersGroup.CutlerHomes.com

Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

e Rets

Philip T. King

Licensed Insurance Agent « /'m here fo HELP/

P (614) 524-5545

C (614) 3989556 F (614) 335-7330
pking@HealthMarkets.com « HealthMarkets.com/pking

PRINTING ¢ SHIPPING
MAILBOXES * NOTARY*

PACKING * RETURNS
SHREDDING**

Family owned & operated for 50 YEARS!

ok Jeep cooosy @

v

« General Health .
CHAIRMAN'’S CLUB e Personal Training .
PLATINUM MEMBER « Athlete Development e
e CrossFit / Hyrox .

Gymnastics
Swimming
Boxing Fitness
Werestling / BJJ

(614)465-3960 « futurebty.com

The Dankow Family (Local Parishioners)

Chimney Repair Specialists

e

GERDA
614-231-4527
Accepting New

Patients Now!

Oldest ltalian Restaurant in Columbus — Since 1929

TAT RISTORANTE di FAMIGLIA

Banquet Room for Large and Small Parties

614-236-1392
1210 S. James Road, Columbus - www.tatitalian.net
Burkhart/Badurina Family

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart
Proverbs 3:5-6

Helping Individuals and goe ’A ig\;@
PIZIRA "

businesses prosper and grow.
3020 East Broad Street

Bexley Ohio 43209

2740 E. Main Street
614-235-8677 (614) 235-3035

Family Owned
Since 1981

oMNUNITYBORN.COMMUNITY gy

AUTOMOTIVE

Expert Automotive Service
614.253.5553 | www.bexleyauto.com

431 W. Broad Street - Pataskala OH 43062

740-927-1664
Service - Installation —
Residential - Commercial

Discount Promo Code:
St. Catherine (15 % off New Service/Install)

FUTURE

PERFORMANCE

CAMPUS

The FUTURE Performance Campus is
YOUR Destination for First-Class Health,
Fitness & Sport in Central Ohio.

Professionals
6079 Taylor Road

WINNSCApPESs Gahanna, Ohio 43230

614.866.9466

WWW. Winnscapes. com

THE UPS STORE

. be unstoppable
theUPSstore.com

3000 E Main St # B,

OUR DWELLING PLACE

CUSTOM PAINT & STAIN

(614) 432-2310

COLDWELL

BAMKER
REALTY

Columbus-Lancaster

Bobby Dawes ° Bill Dawes
Mary Beth Culbertson

bobboyd.com

Mark Kraus
Coldwell Banker Realty
wiww. HouseByKraus.com
614-306-6195

™|

HAMILTON PARKER

Tile - Masonry
Fireplaces - Garage Doors

High-quality building materials to
fit any budget and project need.
Service & installation available.

visit our showroom
1865 Leonard Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43219
614.358.7800

hamiltonparker.com

YARD BARBERS, [I[‘ril@@Z

Andy Meyer, CEO
61 4.253.5636 ameyerV@yard-ybarbers.com @

fax 614.258.6151 www.Yard-Barbers.com

“Serving families for generations”

Maebper QuinT TiBeRI
FUumMN

ERAL HOME

1068 S. High St. « 614-444-1185 - MaederquintTiberi.com

’ The Minnich
WSS

Family’s
e

Favorite Pizza
743 Parsons
i Ave.at
C:’;;';;‘;:;';;' Sycamore
%%,/ “vea Columbus
g5 722}, Landmark
21226 Since 1939
“A Family Gathering Place”
Open Seven Days a Week
* Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
*We Deliver Entire Menu

* Banquet & Meeting Rooms
* Plenty of Parking

<

HOUSE FOR RENT

Small Bexley-area home. Peaceful
& quiet street. 2 Bedroom,
2 car garage. References
&stable income required!

Email: rentalmichael5@gmail.com

Columbus
DOOR SALES
Garage Doors
Entry Doors
2300 International St.,
Columbus, OH 43228

614-481-2020

columbusdoorsales.com




BEXLEY IS A Erik W. Hrabowy

SPECIAL PLACE TO LIVE DDS, MS
Let’s build your family
memories together by making M “ owy

the sale of your existing home

and the purchase of your new u
home a personal and professional ORTHODONTICS

experience that you will treasure

Business Websites
Marcy Design
Greg Krivicich
614-224-6226

for a lifetime! Braces for Beautiful Faces
Music '
lessons for | SHEILA STRAUB | Coldwell Banker Realty | 3140 East Broad St. IS Amirican

ope & . Sl As50C
§ p_eOP’e witha | 6142045417 | sheila.straub@kingthompson.com Columbus, OH 43209 et} Dnhod::f:l:l
lifelong Iove | coiawel Banker international Premier Agent 2014-2022 pgedy 614-235-2351
of music. CBR Member | Top Individual Listing, Selling & C/us/ng 5‘\

HUTTA & PRICE

—_ —_ Agent in Bexley Office
ORTHODONTICS www.chambersmusicstudio.com HrabowyBraces.com
Call Dr. Hutta and Dr. Price for your complimentary R
consultation and get the smile you've always wanted! GI’a,lIl + GI’a.pe ALANA MOSES, Ph.D.
Fine Wine. Craft Beer Clinical Psychologist

2780 E. Main St., Cols 43209
614-239-1011 « www.grain-grape.net
470 Silver Lane Gahanna, OH 43230 Eric Horvath and Nikki Mesnard,

www.lovethatsmile.net Parishioners

Swang Carpet Junkyard, Inc. RUBINO'S PIZZA, INC.

Pizza * Spaghetti » Salad

614-855-8800

Educational and Psychological Testing
For Children, Adolescents, and Adults
2342 East Main St., Bexley ® www.alanamoses.com

Qua“ty Carpet at Junkyard Prices A Proudly Serving Bexley Since 1954
665 N. Hague Avenue - Columbus, OH 43204 W b Dine In or Carry Out
614-272-5630 D! 614-235-0712
- rubinosbexley@gmail.com
Family Owned Since 1956 carpetjunkyard.com Binding Service Available 2643 E. Main Street

Cheryl B. Golden, DDS, MS Scan fvrContaft!n.furmauon OHIO
Bexley/Eastmoor Orthodontist WO N D ERWALL oAbTt D OMI NI C_AN
-~ ™
Painting specialist for Bexley o Fully Insured et S ER LY

Douglas Yeager - Owner/Parishioner [=: ohiodominican.edu 614. 251 4500

Edward 3 e s EAL ESTATE
ward Jones RF //” ﬂﬂ'

Financial strategies built just for you. Dr. Britt Soden McCarthy Mike Irwin

W

. . 3015 E. Main St.
ORTHODONTICS  (614) 235-4800

www.GoldenOrthodontics.com

|
=

Serving Bexley,
BRESLOWEYECARE Bill Kay, CFP®, AAMS™ Dr. KGJ‘IQ\IIVII_;‘OI‘;.Q“C[‘{I?““ Eastmoor. and Berwick
“Come See the Difference!” Financial Advisor 17 N. Harding Rd. since 1978.
7504 Slate Ridge Blvd Columbus, OH 43209

Matthew Breslow, O.D. ReMax Town Center

Nadine Breslow, O.D. e heins 2068 www.mecarthydentaleom | 614 470.7167 ofr,
Bexley 614-235-9393 | Carroll 740-756-7700 Welcoming New Patients! 614-316-1212 cell
www.bresloweyecare.com MKT-5894N-A edwardjones.com MikeIrwin@juno.com
1666 N. High Street " RAYMOND
1293 W. Lane Ave. “ JAMES B

2480 E. Main St., the & Strategizing for. financial freedom

Bexley D E N TA |_ H U B Brien Shepard, pRPS

Financial Advisor: w510 <@ 205

RENOVATIONS

Please patronize our advertisers ... To place an ad, call 614-777-8700

Parishioners FAMILY DENTISTRY 2154 E Main St., Bexley, OH 43209
S 404-931-0309 Dr. Kyle Zumfelde Bshepard@raymondjames.com REMODEL-DESIGN-BUILD
o (.) Ir.lan404_ 24'6 6085 3158 E. Broad St. WWW. Raym?niﬁﬁ‘\i?jona‘u(/);ianshepard BUYDENRENUVATIUNSBUM
Steve Minnich - - 6]4 231-6872 Raymond James&Associates., Inc. member NYSE/SIPC. (Ell}) BUI'EEUI] im

] [ [ ] ®
Ch'rVI-:BCS;;:ﬁy N ‘ ‘ 2 SChIGbe & ASSOCIATES, 1LC
. I W B W Landscape Architects [l I Il
g 1.2 ABBINGTON °

oward
annas

Custom Residential & Commercial Design
www.schieberassociates.com ¢ 614.496.1303 g

Assisted Living e Ot ot Karen Page
Locally Owned and Operated . Page & Partner
All-Inclusive Monthly Rates m Realtors |
Parish Endowments & Donor Advised Funds 7

9480 Blacklick-Eastern Rd, Pickerington

GDlll’g‘?Grcenhouse

614-209-3638

Cell: 614-570-5020 - = Distributi 5800 Rager Road
csteffy@catholic-foundation.org (61 4) 577 0822 ].'“" World-Class Bntgandr %Gc:l&fi Groveport, Ohio 43125 karenpage@howardhanna.com
catholic-foundation.org AbbingtonOnline.com Sean Britt | 614 204-3555 (614) 836-3700 www.karenpage.howardhanna.com
) [re)
A Sacred Trust RAN DESIGN BR()() KWOQOD I OINT g
since 1850 ROTHERS y g
—~— = INSTALL o
Landscaping National Church Residences g
MANAGE . = = 8
St. Joseph Cemetery Lockbourne 614-800-2279 Senior Independent Living Community M
Resurrection Cemetery Lewis Center CENTRAL Y §
CATHOLIC Holy Cross Cemetery Pataskala E GAN 403 E. Broad St. * 614-221-6665 [¢. g
CEMETERIES Mt. Calvary Cemetery Columbus NORTHWEST 866- 569 6328 0
of Columbus N 4661 Kenny Road * 614-451-5900 [ 215 y ) _vliaf o
o ZUNERAL::R‘QCE WWW.egan-ryan.com - € T £
wnee operated by the 2 8
catholiccemeteriesofcolumbus.org same family since 1859 Bob & Kevin Ryan Parishioners - Your Dream Hf_”;ne Awalt‘sl g




Saint Francis:
Visionary of Life

“Hold fast to the memory of our father and
brother, Francis, for the praise and glory of Him
who made him great among us and glorified him

in the sight of the angels.”™

Saint Francis, the poor man of Assisi, is a powerful
model for us in building a world and culture that is
authentically pro-life. This 13" century saint was a
visionary of the radiant goodness of human life.

Early in Saint Francis’ conversion, he was riding
through the countryside and came across a person
suffering from leprosy. Despite being repelled by the
appearance and smell, he came down from his horse
and kissed the hand of the leper, who returned his
kiss of peace, filling Francis with joy. He could see the
invaluable dignity of every person, even amidst utter
poverty, the disfigurement of disease, and the stain of
sin.

Saint Francis is well-known for his radical imitation
of Christ and his love for all creation. This is evident
in his prayer, “The Canticle of the Creatures,” which
praises God for all He has created: the sun, moon, and
stars; wind, water, and fire. Francis proclaims that the
created world reveals the glory of God himself. This is
particularly true for the human person, created in the
image of God, whose life from conception to natural
death is to be honored and protected. Among all
creation, the human person has the unique capacity
to praise God, highlighting the distinctive dignity of

human life.

Strikingly, Francis uttered his “Canticle” while lying
half-blind on his deathbed. In welcoming “Sister
Death,” Francis could no longer physically see the
beauty of creation, yet still he praised God for the
created world around him.

Oftentimes we, too, are blinded to the goodness
of life. Our vision may be blurred by hardships
such as poverty, fragility, or suffering, all of which
Saint Francis experienced in his earthly life. In the

*Angelo Cardinal De Donatis, “Decree of the Apostolic Penitentiary on the occasion of
the Eighth Centenary of the death of Saint Francis of Assisi, by which a special Jubilee
Year is proclaimed, with associated Plenary Indulgences, 16.01.2026," (Vatican City:
Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2026).

2 Ibid.

face of such challenges, Saint Francis is a powerful
intercessor, opening our heart and eyes to the

gift of life even in the most trying circumstances.
Francis had a particular devotion to the Lord’s own
vulnerability—in the manger, in the Eucharist, and on
the Cross—highlighting God’s presence in the most
defenseless among us.

Pope Leo XIV has decreed that for 2026 “a special
Year of Saint Francis shall be proclaimed, in which
every faithful Christian, following the example of
the Saint of Assisi, shall become a model of holiness
of life and a constant witness of peace.”” The taking
of innocent human life through abortion, assisted
suicide, and other acts of violence destroys peace in
our world.? We are called to be witnesses of peace by
boldly proclaiming the dignity of the human person

and working for the protection of all human life.

In this Year of Saint Francis, may he help us to see the
beauty of life in all of creation, in particular, in the
weakest and most vulnerable among us. Together,

let us pray for the protection of human life and the
courage to defend it.

“Most High, glorious God, enlighten the darkness
of my heart and give me true faith, certain
hope, and perfect charity, sense and knowledge,
Lord, that I may carry out Your holy and true
command.”™

- Saint Francis' "Prayer before the Crucifix”

2 Pope Leo XIV, “Address to Participants in the ‘One Humanity, One Planet’
Conference,” January 31, 2026 (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2026).

4 Armstrong, Regis J., O.F.M. Cap., J. A. Wayne Hellmann, O.F.M. Conv., and William J.
Short, O.F.M., eds., Francis of Assisi: Early Documents - The Saint (New York, NY: New
City Press, 2001), 40.



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUND Y

A

AT ST. CATHARINE CHURCH \%

PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION « MARCH 29TH
Eucharistic Adoration // 6:00am - 12:00am in the Adoration Chapel

Holy Mass // 8:30am ¢ 11:00am  5:00pm

*The Palm Sunday Procession will begin outside the Main/West Entrance A

N\ 2 RECONCILIATION MONDAY « MARCH 30TH
=N = Eucharistic Adoration // 6:00am - 12:00am
RECONCILIATOR  Holy Mass // 8:00am
MONDAY Confessions // 4:00pm - 7:00pm
HOLY WEEK
TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK * MARCH 31ST CONFESSION TIMES
Eucharistic Adoration // 6:00am - 12:00am
Holy Mass // 8:00am
Diocesan Chrism Mass // 3:30pm, St. Paul, Westerville Monday: 4:00pm-7:00pm

SPY WEDNESDAY ¢ APRIL 1ST Wednesday: 6:30pm
Eucharistic Adoration // 6:00am - 12:00am *These are the last Confessions before
Holy Mass // 6:00pm Easter
ADORE/Confessions // 6:30pm -

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM

The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum —from the evening of Holy Thursday to the evening of Easter Sunday. Though
chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day unfolding for us the unity of Christ’s Paschal Mystery.

In observance of the Sacred Paschal Triduum, there is no Adoration from the entirety of Holy Thursday through Easter Sunday.

Adoration resumes Monday, April 6th at 6:00am.

HOLY THURSDAY ¢ APRIL 2ND

Evening Mass of the Lord's Supper // 7:00pm
Adoration Vigil in the Parish Center until 12:00am midnight

GOOD FRIDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION ¢ APRIL 3RD

Divine Mercy Novena: Day 1 // 2:30pm
Liturgy of the Lord's Passion with Holy Communion // 3:00pm

HOLY SATURDAY + APRIL 4TH
Easter Vigil in the Holy Night // 9:00pm
No Confessions on Holy Saturday

EASTER SUNDAY

THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD ¢ APRIL 5TH
8:30am
11:00am (Church e Incense)
11:00am (Parish Hall ® No Incense)
No 5:00pm Mass on Easter Sunday



